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DDeecceemmbbeerr  22002211

We feel very lucky to have such a strong community of support 
working on behalf of the children here at Learning Circle Preschool.

Thanks to many of you, children have been appreciating and 
enjoying the support that comes from parents helping the 
classrooms – whether it’s saving recyclables, bringing in photos, 
sharing news about home experiences, reading our newsletters and 
talking with children about school experiences, or joining 
discussions or helping with fundraisers.

Thanks to all those parents who have generously contributed time, 
services, goods, or funds to our school. We depend on your on-
going support to help us keep tuition costs as low as possible and 
the quality of each child’s experience at a maximum. 

A special thanks from all the teachers for the delicious lunches and 
supply of chocolates to help us through our day. 

Thanks too to our very active Board of Directors. Projects are 
underway, where Board members will be working with any 
interested parents on behalf of the children and the program. We 
hope everyone will check for news often, and will find ways to share 
ideas and enthusiasm to this essential work. 

TThhaannkkss  ffoorr  YYoouurr  SSuuppppoorrtt  ooff  OOuurr  PPrrooggrraamm

PPrrooggrraamm  EEvvaalluuaattiioonn

Your feedback is an important component of our annual 
evaluative processes here at LCP. We are beginning to prepare 
surveys now that will be available for you to fill out in early 
December. 

Questions include opportunities for you to offer feedback about 
all aspects of the program – from your interactions with teachers, 
ability to collect information about your child’s experiences, ways 
we can better support families, to the workings of the current 
Board of Directors. 

We hope you’ll look for this survey when it’s ready and share your 
perspectives with all of us. We use your feedback as we fine tune 
our goals for the year.

DDaatteess  ttoo  RReemmeemmbbeerr
EEaarrllyy  DDeecceemmbbeerr::  RReeggiissttrraattiioonn  

FFoorrmmss  ffoorr  NNeexxtt  YYeeaarr  DDuuee  –– TThhaannkkss!!

EEaarrllyy  DDeecceemmbbeerr::  CCoommpplleetteedd  
SSuurrvveeyyss  DDuuee  –– TThhaannkkss!!

WWeedd..  DDeecc..88  BBOOAARRDD  MMTTGG
FFuullll  BBooaarrdd  mmeeeettiinngg  aatt  77::3300
DDiissccuussssiioonn  bbeeggiinnss  aatt  88  pp..mm..  

FFrrii..  DDeecc..1100  DDiissccuussssiioonn  99::3300--
1100::3300    aa..mm..  

WWeeddnneessddaayy  DDeecc..  2222  aatt  1111  aa..mm..  
FFAAMMIILLYY  DDAANNCCEE  aanndd  
SSIINNGGIINNGG

DDeecc..  2233-- JJaann..  22  NNOO  SSCCHHOOOOLL

SSuurrvveeyyss  aarree  ccoommiinngg!!

SSuurrvveeyyss  aarree  ddiiggiittaall  
tthhiiss  yyeeaarr!!  PPlleeaassee  
llooookk  ffoorr  aa  lliinnkk  ttoo  
yyoouurr  ccooppyy  ooff  oouurr  
ffaammiillyy  ssuurrvveeyy  iinn  
yyoouurr  eemmaaiillss  aanndd  ffiillll  
iitt  oouutt  aass  ssoooonn  aass  
yyoouu  ccaann..    WWee’’dd  lliikkee  
ttoo  ttaallkk  aabboouutt  rreessuullttss  
aatt  oouurr  nneexxtt  BBooaarrdd  
mmeeeettiinngg  iiff  rreettuurrnnss  
aarree  iinn..  
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Family  Discussions

Thanks to those who shared 
their interests with us so 
that we could include 
discussions on topics you are 
interested in thinking about 
together!

Please let us know if you 
have ideas to share about 
topics we should include for 
future discussions.
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Annual Appeal Update

Thanks to the generosity of about 30% of current families, the 
families of alumni, and friends in the community, the annual appeal 
has already raised $2525.  

With your contributions we will be able to help assure that we’ll have 
the funds to support teachers in a variety of ways as we continue to 
offer the children enriching and engaging experiences and materials.

It’s never too late to participate, and we still hope to realize 100% 
participation among our current families. 

The Annual Appeal is on-going throughout the 2021-2022 academic 
year.

Donations are tax deductible to the extent the law allows, as we are 
registered as a 501©(3) organization. The school's Federal # is 65-
1271115.

Family Connections to our Seasonal Celebrations 
Wednesday December 22, 11 a.m. – pick-up
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Good Toys for Young Children

When you are thinking about toys this holiday, it’s important to remember some basic principles:
Good toys are open-ended, and allow children to use them in a variety of ways. 
Good toys are well matched to each child’s developmental stage and their current interests
Good toys require children to think about their play, and to solve problems as they play. The 

decision about how to use them has not been made by the toy manufacturer, a television 
show or movie, etc., but the toy’s value lie in what each child brings to the play experience.

Good toys are safe and will last. It is better to have a few well made materials to use over time 
than to have a huge variety of toys.

Children are easily over stimulated, and can experience stress from being overwhelmed by too 
many choices. Stress looks different for different children, but can look like boredom to 
adults, since children may have difficulty engaging in materials or ideas when they are 
distracted by too many choices. For young children, the maxim “less is more” applies.

Many adults need help recognizing the characteristics of good toys. Feel comfortable helping 
extended family make purchases that are a good match for your child.

Children need calm and uninterrupted time with important adults, and will appreciate your model 
on how to use new materials

Read more about good toys and children’s play at this website: wwwwww..ttrruucceetteeaacchheerrss..oorrgg.

1!

TTRRUUCCEE  !!
PPLLAAYY  BBOOXXEESS!!

!

!!

PPllaayy  BBooxxeess::  FFoorr  HHoouurrss  ooff  CCrreeaattiivvee  PPllaayy!!
Play Boxes contain collections of small, familiar, inexpensive items that are organized around a 

play theme and are presented in an appealing way. Playing with 
the everyday items in these boxes encourages children to ask 
questions, investigate, problem solve, and act out familiar scenes. 
Creative play develops valuable skills including creativity,        
communication, collaboration, and early academic skills. !

Children are natural “scientists,” exploring and learning about their 
world while involved in activities sometimes misunderstood as 
“just play.” !

Play Boxes are a great way to support children’s creative play by 
providing easily available, engaging activities and materials that don’t involve screens.!
!

Here’s how to create Play Boxes for your child: !
1.!Find a sturdy cardboard box or a plastic bin. !

2. Choose a theme and put a label on the box (including both a simple word and a picture of the 
theme).  Decorate the box yourself or with your child, if you like. !

3. Collect items for your box at home or purchase supplies at drug stores, hardware stores,        
stationery stores, arts and crafts stores, and/or grocery stores.!

4. Put items in small containers, sandwich bags, or build dividers with pieces of cardboard to 
make appropriate compartments in the box. Young children often 
like to organize play items by returning everything to its place. !

5. Store the Play Boxes that your child has stopped using in an         
out"of"the"way place. Choose one to bring out again when your child 
is looking for something interesting to do. (This keeps the boxes  
fresh and engaging for your child). You might add one or two new 
items to the box before you bring it out again. !

6. Play Boxes are ideal for rainy days, sick days, play 
dates, when a child needs a break from screens or 
when “bored” and looking for something fun to do. !

TTeeaacchheerrss  RReessiissttiinngg  UUnnhheeaalltthhyy  CChhiillddrreenn’’ss  EEnntteerrttaaiinnmmeenntt!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!""""""##$$%%&&''(($$(())''**((%%++##,,%%--!!

PPllaayy  
BBooxxeess  
MMaakkee  
GGrreeaatt  GGiiffttss,,  TToooo!!!!

Consider creating and   
giving a TRUCE Play Box—
an alternative gift idea that 

children will love!!

Ideas for!
Play Boxes          

inside!!

 !

TTRRUUCCEE  !!
PPLLAAYY  AANNDD  
TTOOYY  GGUUIIDDEE!!

!
TTeeaacchheerrss  RReessiissttiinngg  UUnnhheeaalltthhyy  CChhiillddrreenn’’ss  EEnntteerrttaaiinnmmeenntt!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!""""""##$$%%&&''(($$(())''**((%%++##,,%%--!!

EENNDDAANNGGEERREEDD  PPLLAAYY!!
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Thinking About Our Community
Donations to the Canton and Milton Food Pantries

Help us help the children appreciate that they can make a difference and help those in our community who need 
assistance meeting their basic needs.

We would like to encourage you to allow your child to bring in at least one food item to donate to local food 
pantries this year.

We would also encourage you to think about donating a basic toiletry item. It is especially difficult for local food 
pantries to keep up with the high demand for necessary toiletry items among those who need assistance. These 
items cannot be purchased with food stamps, and, as we all know from our own shopping, costs mount up 
quickly!

This is a child project, so all the children (from every class) will participate in bringing goods, sorting and bagging 
them, and loading my car (unless someone wants to volunteer to deliver goods!)  to take them to the local food 
pantry.

Here are the top 20 items needed:

Please take the opportunity to talk with your child about this project and about ways people can help others in 
our community.

Thank you!

Top 20 Items Needed
!Bar soap
!Canned fruit
!Canned meat / meal (chili, ham, hash, 
etc.)
!Canned pasta
!Canned vegetables
!Cereal
!Dry pasta
!Evaporated milk
!Feminine products
!Juice
!Laundry detergent
!Meal makers (Hamburger Helper, etc.)
!Oil (any kind)
!Peanut butter
!Reusable bags (cloth)
!Shampoo
!Spaghetti sauce
!Toilet paper
!Toothpaste
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website:
www.learningcirclepreschool.org

PPrroommoottiinngg  SSeellff  EEsstteeeemm  iinn  tthhee  PPrreesscchhooooll  CChhiilldd  ((ssoouurrccee  uunnkknnoowwnn))

Child development experts tell us that the beginnings of a concept of self begin as early as 
16 months of age and that by the time a child is school age he already has very definite 
feelings about himself, his appearance, his intelligence, his "goodness" or "badness," 
feelings that become a deeply imbedded aspect of his personality. Perhaps one of the 
greatest gifts we can give the preschool child is a sense of competence, a sense that he is a 
very special human being and unconditionally valued.

What are some ways we can help a child develop a strong sense of self-esteem? 

Perhaps one very important way is by really listening. It is so easy to only half pay attention 
to childish chatter, but it can mean so much to the child if we really concentrate, ask a 
question ("What happened then?"), respond to a feeling expressed ("That must have made 
you happy."), maintain eye contact, and express enjoyment in the conversation.

It is very important to recognize that a child is already developing a unique personality, one 
that is different from every other human being. Observe the words and actions of your 
child to understand the person underneath and express encouragement of those qualities 
you would like to see develop. Catch the child being good. In our jobs as disciplinarians we 
sometimes overlook all those things that the child consistently does well. Make a point of 
calling attention to these, such as, "I really liked how gentle you were with baby brother." 
Or, "It's so helpful when you put your toys away." These comments can be especially 
effective when they are least expected.

Encourage improvement. Don't wait for a perfect accomplishment, but praise an attempt. A 
child who gets positive feedback for a new task will try all the harder the next time.

Use a child's name frequently, especially in positive situations. "Oh, Mary, what a nice 
drawing." At the same time, try not to use the child's name during punishment. A child 
needs to associate his name with positive feelings and reactions in others.

Don't overreact to mistakes. Help the child to realize that mistakes are a way we learn and 
that they do not mean we are less worthwhile as people.

Express the belief that you are confident he can solve problems for himself. Don't be too 
quick to jump in and resolve conflicts for him or he will get the message that he is not 
competent to deal with situations himself.

Always remember that inside each child is a very special treasure waiting to be found. 
Discovering that treasure, and helping the child to discover it as well, is the basis for helping 
develop an adult with a healthy mental outlook.


